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of 'reservations' appositely defined elsewhere as 'a lie,
plus a shuffle/ For parallel illustrations vid. Liguori,
Molina, Bonacina, Gury, &c. passim.

Other evasions, more clearly, however, marked with
the broad stamp of dishonesty, are in frequent use.
Interest is concealed under a fictitious augmentation of
capital; insurance is veiled by an imaginary transfer;
usury, gambling, all can pass muster under analogous
disguises. How methods like these bring with them a
double evil, that of commercial insecurity, and that of
moral deterioration, may easily be understood. Yet
even at the cost of such sacrifices at the altar of trade,
the Mahometan merchant can but ill compete with the
more thorough-going and unhampered Christian vota-
ries of the golden goddess.

Very generally, however, and unless some extra-
ordinary gain or urgent need be in view, the Levant-
Mahometan, trader eschews * credit' under all its forms,
and prefers to traffic in actual values. Hence, while
his operations are slow, they are commonly sure; and
his name figures comparatively seldom on the great
Insolvency List, wherein his Greek, and even his
Armenian brethren occupy so distinguished a" position.
Thus, for instance, in the great Levant crisis of 1858,
when every Maronite and Melchite tradesman in Bey-
root had to undergo whitewashing of some kind or
other, and but few of the Syrian, Orthodox Greek, or
Armenian dealers were able wholly to dispense with
the same daubing process, the substantial Mahometan
merchants of the city passed through the ordeal un-
scathed; and if they profited little by the mishaps
of their colleagues, they at least lost nothing. Indeed,
it would hardly be an exaggeration to say that, in the
Levant business-world an insolvent Mahometan is as
rare a phenomenon as a solvent Greek. Thus far the